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TITLE Rockled2e : survev reoort 1937 Julv 12 I research made bv Susan Ro'1:ers Morton. 

4 leaves. 

NOTE Map location number: PW162 

NOTE Additional report with same map location number: VHIR/22/0736 

NOTE Class: Home 
NOTE Building date: 1758 

NOTE Builder: John Balladine 
NOTE Building plan: Rectangular 

NOTE Number of stories: 3 

NOTE Building material : Stone 

NOTE 
Antiques described: China, glassware, pie crust table, Queen Anne's chair, 
bedroom and kitchen furniture 

NOTE Location: Off Rt. 9, Occoquan. 

NOTE 
Primary owners: John Balladine, John Semple, Nathan Ellicott, William Janny, 
F.A. Barnes 
The house was designed by Nathew Buckland of England, who also designed 

NOTE 
Gunston Hall and Harwood House in Annapolis, Md. The Ellicotts were Quakers 
and held many meetings here. The docks and mill are on the river across from the 
house. 

NOTE Includes description of the antiques, house, interior and site. The springhouse still 
stands and is in use. 

NOTE Includes abstracts of title. 

NOTE Includes form: Architectural description of buildings called for in 5-A. of Bulletin 
3400. 

NOTE Report accompanied by photograph: VHIP/22/0130. 
OTHER 

Also available on microfilm. FORMAT 

This write-up is a part of the Virginia W.P.A. Historical Inventory Project 
ISSUING BODY sponsored by the Virginia Conservation Commission under the direction of its 

Division of History. 

REPRODUCTION Computer file. Richmond, Va. : Library of Virginia, 1998. 4 image files. 

SUBJECT Buckland, Mathew. 

SUBJECT Ellicott familv . 
SUBJECT Rockled'1:e {Prince William Countv Va. : Dwellin'1:) 

http://eagle.vsla.edu/cgi-bin/vhi.gateway?bib=0007-50860&conf=0100001 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 +H ... 6/26/2003 



_VTLS-Web Gateway: Bibid Lookup 

SUBJECT 

SUBJECT 
SUBJECT 
SUBJECT 

SUBJECT 

SUBJECT 

SUBJECT 

SUBJECT 
SUBJECT 

SUBJECT 

SUBJECT 
SUBJECT 

SUBJECT 

SUBJECT 
ADDED ENTRY 

ADDED ENTRY 

ADDED ENTRY 
ADDED ENTRY 
ADDED ENTRY 

ADDED ENTRY 

ADDED ENTRY 
LINK FIELD 

Dwellings -- Virginia -- Prince William Councy. 

Stone buildings -- Virginia -- Prince William Councy. 

Outbuildings -- Virginia -- Prince William Councy. 
House furnishings -- Virginia -- Prince William Councy. 

Chairs -- Virginia -- Prince William Councy. 

Tables -- Vinrinia -- Prince William Countv. 
Bedroom furniture -- Vinrinia -- Prince William Countv. 

Kitchens -- Virginia -- Prince William Countv. 

Architecture -- 18th centurv -- Vinzinia -- Prince William Countv. 
IOuakers -- Virginia --Prince William Countv. 

Survevs. aat. 
Architectural records. aat. 

Abstracts of title -- Virginia -- Prince William Countv. aat. 

Genealogies -- Virginia -- Prince William Councy. aat. 
Ewell, Maud, informant. 

L~on, William, informant. 

Selecman, George D., informant. 
Barnes, F. A., informant. 
Virginia Historical Inventorv Proiect. 

Virninia Conservation Commission. Division ofHistorv. 
United States. Works Prol!ress Administration. 

http://lvaimage.lib.va.us/VHI/html/22/0735.html -- ReportHome Page 

~~~i 
i:a m l2iiaiiiJ ;: 
li!IC~:: 

·~.CJ.~.': 

MARC Record 

• Search Again Help 

Home I Site Index I Search Catalogs I Directories I News I 

Contact Us I Library Shop I Support the Library 

VTLS Web Gateway· Copyright (c) 1998, VTLS. Inc. 

Page 2of2 

http://eagle.vsla.edu/cgi-bin/vhi.gateway?bib=0007-50860&conf=010000+++++ I I I 1 1 ++-1 ... 6/26/2003 



.Virginia Historical Inventory Project (VHIP): Rockledge 

!~:n THE., · ·.· LIBnA.n~ya;lJVI. n~GINIA. tt~j • i· .· . . !~ . . i·-. · . .N. . •. .. ·. 

VIRGINIA HISTORICAL INVENTORY 

NHI/P/22/0130.jpg 
Database Record 

Rockledge 

( Search Again ] 

View Report 

[ Report Title Page ] 

[Report Page# 2] 

[Report Page# 3] 

[Report Page# 4] 

NHl/R/22/0735 
Database Record 

To view the 

Prince William County 
Map Location No. 162 
Category - Dwellings 

L v Av IRGINIA HISTORICAL INVENTORY PROJECT 
digitized documents a TIFF viewer is required. 

Download VTLS-TIFF Viewer now! 

Word or Phrase Search I Combination Search I Expert Search 

[ Browse the city/county maps ] 

About the Collection 

[!JI Report Errors & Comments I [!J 
[ LVA Digital Collections] [ LVA Home Page] 

Powered by V1LS Engines 

http://lvaimage.lib.va.usNIIl/html/22/0735 .html 

Page 1of1 

6/26/2003 



Virginia Historical Inventory (VHI): Prince William County - Dwellings 

r001liE LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA. 
VIRGINIA HISTORICAL INVENTORY MAPS 

(Prince William County- Dwellings) 

I> Click Here To <l 
Map To Full View 

Map Navig 9 ·, 
oe 

Zoom 
Level 
@1 

02 
Q3 

Q4 

Map Size 
0 256x256 @ 400x400 

0 640x480 0 800x600 

browse other 
county/city [?"]! 
maps 

browse 
original 

.. ::::':; :·: .... ; . . ··:··· · 

' ".·<~· >: 

Clicking Map Will: @Recenter 

162. Rockledge 
<remove red squares> 

>. 

'· 

View Reports for Dwellings in this selected area. 

li3.~.P..?.rt.<~J.::.: ................................................................................... il 

f ~<>.~.8.~~<>..~(5.) . :.-.: .. 
List of all Dwellings on map 

Word or Phrase Search I Combination Search I Expert Search 

About the Collection 

[!]I Report Errors & Comments I[!] 

[Library of Virginia] [ LVA Digital Library Collections] 

Page 1of2 

http://lvaimage.lib.va.us/cgi-bin/vhip _ subjects/vhip. pl?default_ x=245l&default_y=l169&r... 6/26/2003 



. 
Virginia Historical Inventory Photographs, Works Progress Administration Collect. .. Page 1 of 1 

NHI/P/22/0130.jpg 

This image is from the Virginia Historical Inventory Photographs, Works Progress 
Administration Collection at the Library of Virginia. 

This collection is located in the Picture Collection at the Library of Virginia. 

You may order prints from this collection by contacting L V A's Picture collection by email or 
fax. Please be certain to include the name of the collection and the image numbers (not the 
URL) when making picture requests. 

If these images will be used or reproduced in any format, you must get permission from the 
Picture Collection (http://www.lva.lib.va.us/whatwehave/photo/picture.htm) 

• picture@lva.lib.va.us 
• (804) 692-3709 FAX 

http://lvaimage.lib.va.us/cgi-bin/photo.cgiNHI/P/22/0130 7/3/2003 



I : 

I 

'. 

... . 

.. t . ·.' 

•• 

. . ; ·, 

r-·~----------~-------..--------..-.--..,... __ ~-------------......-----------~-

· .. ) 

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION br. VIRGINIA 
. HISTORICAL. INVENTORY 

COUN?Ys · Prinoe William 

·· GLASS: -Home ·. ·. 

·_, 

· .. -~· "ROCKLEDGE" · ---

Thia wrlte·ui> la a part of · the Vir1lnla W· P. A. 
Hiatorico) Jnventory Pro}ec• · eponeored by the 
Vli)rirlln Con11ervatlon Cotnmiaaion . under the 
direction of its Division of History. Credit to bot). 
tho Commleaion and W. P. A. i• requea.ted lor 
pnblicotion, In whole or in part, · unlea~ otherwise 

: I toled, lhia information haa not been che"cked .·for 
accuracy by tho aponaor. . . 

Ree~arch made by 
~usan Rogers Morton; 

· .Haymarket, Virginia. . ~uly . 12 ~ 193.? · 
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l. $UBJECT: 

: .. . .· ·. . . "Rockledge II; 0 Rockl_ed.oe !', Ba].lad"ine" · Ivran_s~ on, : Semple :Maz:ision, 
·"The Hou~e on :the .,Rock0 ) _Janny Mansion. . . . . . . . 

2 • . LOCATION: . . .· 

To the west of ·.R~ut.e /19 ,.. in .. the· village .-· of. Occoquan, Vf].'ginia 
· .. ·· · 19 . zni~es , .from ~ianassa·s, ·Virginia, · via Route #612 .out · ~r . . . 

· · Manassas·, thence on· to Route· ·f/662., . then~e Rou1ie b610 ' li · short 
dis~ance; ~hence · Route .. f!64f, thenoe Route #648, up to the 

. , . . . . 

. ' . . . •' 

-. ··.· 

. ' . .. 

. : . . 

. .. . village of Ooooquari.. · .·. . 

< -: . ·. ·.1?5a. · · 
.. 4· 

~ . ; . . . 0';.'IIBRS: 

. . 

Buj.lt ·:bY John ·Balladine, it Y1as · 1ater sold ·to John Sempl~, of 
Maryland-, who took 1 t for . a debt, · Tl!-;;n ·Nathan Ellico.tt bough 
i.t , and he· ~old . it to ':'filliam Janny· in whose f~mily it. remain 

· ' fo"J;" -'many · y~ar·s ~ . · Some · tiine .ago it "ms , bought fro.~ · th~ . Je.nriy 
-. heirs · by.r!;r• .F~ . ii. • .Barne~, Qf wastiington; D. o., whq uses it 
· a·s a summer ·: home·, · . . 

. . . 
. : 5 ~ DESCRIPTIOM:· 

· · ."Rockledge" is bµil t fro~ the :plan.s" and ·under the supervlsion 
ot Ma thaw· Buckla.nd , a bonded. man . from En.glan·d; . Jlho also de-
signed ·Guns.ton Hall, and the Itarwood House, at :tnnapolis; .. 

· ·The house · i~ . built di.rectly .on a ledge . that rises on the 'Yest 
·side ·or · tne oacciquan .il1 var .• · ';['be cellar V1as drilled .from so·li 

· ·r:ook, ' arid· ·the. baolt Qf 'the· house,. is a wooded . hill~. ·To the nor 
.. 1s Occoquan ,Glen, and half a · m~le U.P. the river ts the .ruin. :of 
. th·e . Ba-lladine Iron· Furnace~ . while .across the ro~d ·are . the wal 

· c>r ·_the old f.lour ·mill) - and · the mill .ho.use, the. latter .in good 
· .. condition sti~l. - ~lso : olose .by .are the once'. famou~ cotton mj 

. . .. . 
· The doors. anci much of the wood·. in "Rockledge" are · faste·ned ·wj 

· ·w.ooden pegs, artd ti here· nails :were us.ad . they : were shop made.· 
. . . \ll?-1le. some of the old ·glass has b'ee~ . replac.ed, th~re is some 

. · o;r the · original ·which is 1rr.idescent ,- and . very b~autiful. 
There . is · much of the · old. hardv!are, ~nd in .fa.ct there .-are but· 
few ,changes ' sinoe the ·.house. was built. Notal)le is ·the . stair• 

.. with. the spfndles whfoh ·are set . at an angle, ·and the Sherat61 
mantel tn ·.the· room at · th~ . - north ·end of the: .hous·e • 

·:· The.: large·. ol~ ·· spring · house is 1.ri good condi ti.on; and there 1: 
. ~ . . . . . . 
· · a constant floYI ·of ·water from the s:p;ring which· comes . froin th• 

rocky · l.~dBe . at· the back of the house,· . This spring also 
supplies much of . the · wate~ to the . house., iind there is a oist1 
in the-.yar"d "1h.ich. was once us.ad for "the ·· tojm's lighting .. sys~1 
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6. Hld'l'ORICAL SIGNlFIOAMOE: 
. . 

. This · old.house· is - so .·closely' woven in the historj . 6f. the 
town:. ·and th~ ind_ustr~es which were suoh an important pa 
o°f .. it that it is ~liff.ic_ul:t .. to -write . of the one_. without · 
touching upon· the other • . · . · .. 

. John· Davis, ·the Englisn novelist, · came . to· Oocoquan to tu 
the Ellicott chi~dren, in 1798-1802,.-und le.ft a .highly · 

·. i .nteresting ac.count · of · hi's sojoui'ri th.ere • . 'Mr. -Barnes se 
- ~ . copy in London recently • . 
·The Elli cot ts ··were .. ~u.akers arid .. so· were . the . JEin~ys, an.d ·t . 

· were many Friends Meetings h_eld here. There are a1s·o thi 
·rerimiris of a small .. Meetirig House . some little 'distance a• 
As the. mill an·d docks ure ··dir.ectly acrq~s . from the· hom~e 

. " the .busy scene . that Vias ever present can :be imagined . ..... , 
house .,·ias. st<-• n9irig ~t 'the ti~e - .a .-Qrick y~rd trade Tias: ca: 
on·, an~ large ships came·· U.I> the · ri ve·r. ., . " 

. . The· house is .fil;Led Vii th beautiful ant'iqu~s .that are in 1 
ing vii th the surro.un.di,ngs, lovely ohiria and gl~sswar.e, a 
'rema.rkable piecrust· 't 'able . m~de from ·one . so:lid pi~ce .of l 
·i::my, this was the. "Crow's nest"; so named. from its . reseml 
to -. the orow•s nest on shipl>oard~ .. This :·aat,es ba~k · to 17Qf 
and ~s in . perfect con.di ti on. . . 
Th~re is. als9 a fiddle back, ~u~en Anpe's · ohair Tiith the 
feet \11hich is really a nniseuin piece~ · There are four pos1 

. :be9s, tester b.~ds ··H.nd a tr_undle bed : still ·used. NE~~rly l 
· . have counterpanes ·wh!ph . a+e ~}~11 . ol<i ·and rare. '\ · 

In th.e ·large · ki tohen the s.e:ven foot fireplace ,.,.1th swinf 
" .crane and pots.: still does duty, The owne.r has a refectol 

· :tf,lb;L.e Jlllide; and som.e fine old cha:l i•s ·whi'oh are a· perfec:t · 
· .. . . · match, u·nd cool evenings.'tlie ' meals .. are eatefi'pefore a ~lE 

. fire where th.e cook · :p_repares the ·food·.·. There are large 

.. : 

Dutch ovens also. · 

7 • . . .tt.RT: " 

' rhotograph · 

8, SOURCES OF· INFORlv!ATIOn: .. :· '. ·\ . 

·" 

. r'nforrnants: t.1i~s Mliud EWei:t, Haymarket, .Virgi_nia·, · '_ 
Ur. Willi:am Lyon," _Ooooquan, Virgin-la·, . . . .· 
. i~ir. George D, Seleonian., Oo ooquan, 'Virginia, 
Mr. r ·.A .B1:t'rnes, Occoquan, Virginia• ' . . · ·. · · 

Prince. w.iiliam county. cou_rt Records• 
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. . ARCHlT;:!;C'l'lrRA:... "DESCnlPTION. ·9F BUILDIHG ·cAi..i..ED FOR _ IN . .:3 "~lo 
5-A· ·. or . BULi..ETll~ .3400 :· . . . -.: . 

"R. OCKLEDGE". · ·. Harne of B\.\ildin.b,,.;,, ________ ....__.;..._ __ .;___,...;.___,.-~-----

EXT BR I OR 
. . . . 

. . · . ie .· aupd.ing· Pian~:::_· .,;_,, _ _:R.;..:e....:c....:t:...a..;;.n;.::gu~l;.,.:--.;.;;r~--.:......-------=--· Ceil811 : ( :x:) · . 

. · 2! ·. No_~ of _s_tories.,:. ( 3) Attio olassed as 1/2 story • 
.. 

3. Mater io.l , ._ · Briok ( . ) · Stone ( x) . LOg (- ) 
. . t . . . . • . . . . ' 

4. · Ir brio·:,. ·sta.te what · bond: FlemiSh. ( ) English ( . ) Convnon ( ) 0th.er ( . :, 

·s •. · K·~~d .of :ro~r: : Hip, ( ) .. Gnbl~d .( ~ . Garl\brel ( ) te·o.ti;;.to· ( ) Deok_ ( ) 
. .. . I . . . . . . . 

. . 

" 6~ If'. o~\uroh. desoi:lbe. or : __ ~raw sketQh or ·r9o_f on rever.se s_ida.· 

· 7 • RQ<;>f M~~er ie.l; si~te ( ) . Shingle (X ).· Uotal ( . ') Tile ( ) 

. 6. ·. Chi1i~nej_s '· Humb~r: .( 4 ) . Bri_ok . ~x) · Stbne (x) Lo~ation._· ... -w.o.w.n'Ald~s.......,. - ·--------

9. Weo.therboo.rding : ·. · .· None : : Be.id.ad ( ) P~ain ( ) 

wood· .10·- Corni~es: l'lnin or ·ElnbQr(Lte.· Elaborate ·· MO.torio.l --------
11 •. . ,f_indow.s : . ·wm.lb~r. °( ·35) .Size ~d numb~r ·of pnnes 24 panes,·· 6x8 " •. 

12 • . Shutter~: /~~soribe; ·. s~·l.id wooden shutter~ ·and slats. 
. . . .·· .. 

. . 13~ Dormers": . Numbl)r I .·o.nd Sho..i.:>e or roof .si:x ,: . g~bled roof. . . . . . . . .: __ _..;_..;..&..-..:~---~~---------. . . 

. '· . ' is. 'Type . of Entr~noe. I..;·_..;._..;,· T.l!.i'f.:i~d~e:...!:s~i~x~p~a~n~e~l~d!.::. o~o~r~· ...i'~'li._t¥,,jhu.,. _t,11..r~alili.nu.aSMOUlm ..... _ _._.,...........;...._ 
. . ·.~. . 

is, Columns; · · Dorio ( ) :(onio ,.( ) Corinthl°an ( , . ) Squ~re ( . ) 

, I 
· IHTEHIOR 

17 • ~o. ~~ R"oornG: .°(' l~ Large ._( 4 ) Smnll (8 ) .Apprbx~ oeiling hoigh~. . 9 ft• 

la. : Sto.irwQYi ·0pan String· ( ) Closed· string( ) De~o~il>e, Three fllght, 
·. : winding stair., spln(lles three ·.to a step, placed at angle. · . 

·: .. 1g. Cellnr: pesoribe One · 1arge · room, until · re·Qently partitioned • . 

. 20; ·Doors: Style ~id type .of wood $ix panel, hard . .Pi.ne • . 
. ' 

21. Vfolls: Pai1eil~il~ .. prip~red : _ or ' pninted. __ ·._P_a_p_· ·_e_r .... ~ .... d_. __ ·.-.·----·-· -----
.. 

. \. . 

· 22 .• Interior Corni~ea ______ ...... N...,o ... n .. e_. -------------------

23~· - Hn.ttclwnrer . Looks nncl ·hin2eA "HL" hinRes. 
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